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A thoughtful completion
of a fragmented score

Ashutosh Khandekar is impressed by Jordi
Savall's approach to Mozart's Great Mass
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Mozart

Great Mass in C Minor
Le Concert des Nations; La Capella Nacional de
Catalunya/Jordi Savall
Alia Vox AVSA9965 66:27 mins
Jordi Savall's recording of Mozart's Great Mass
in C minor is not just another attempt to tidy up
an unfinished masterpiece. Prepared with fellow
conductor and historic performance specialist
Luca Guglielmi, this new
performing edition takes a
careful route that balances
the rigours of research
with an uncontrived
panache. The reinvented
sections of the score allow Mozart's surviving
music to shape what can - and cannot - be added,

Savall keeps the music moving with plenty of
rivythmic bite, driving the opening Kyrie forward
with a sense of urgency rather than weight.
La Capella Nacional de Catalunya sings with
focus and clarity, and Le Concert des Nations
provides a clean, alert period sound, full of well-
articulated detail and never overblown.

The two soprano soloists lie at the heart
of this mass setting, singing with a pure,
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This new edition balances

the rigours of research with
an uncontrived panache

Joyous and stylish:
Jordi Savall leads Le
Concert des Nations

unpretentious clarity and an easy command of
Mozart's demanding lines. The Credo, in parts
only sketched in Mozart’s autograph score,
provides some compelling moments. In the dark
and inward 'Crucifixus’, the soprano projects

the anguished drama of the scene, leading to an
almost delirious ‘Et resurrexit’, whose exuberant
coloratura writing bursts with elation.

The reconstructed Agnus Dei is a delightful
reworking of the opening
Ryrie in a comforting major
key. For the ‘Dona nobis
pacem’, entirely absent in
Mozarts hand, Savall and
Guglielmi draw on music
from existing Mozart scores, bringing the Mass
to a joyous, stylish conclusion,

This is a thoughtful account of a complex,
fragmented score. Savall and Guglielmi have
prioritised the work's spiritual sincerity while
preserving its grandeur, bringing a satisfying
coherence to this challenging work, % % % & %
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